Rick Bedford:

Fellow NJ Lacrosse Officials:
 
My name is Rick Bedford.  I played my HS lacrosse in Philadelphia at a small private school named the Penn Charter School and my college lacrosse at Rutgers.  I have been officiating lacrosse since leaving college in 1984 in PA and in NJ since 2004.  I have coached lacrosse at the youth and High School level.  I have an interest in putting the best product on the field with regard to our NJ officials as the sport continues to grow.  I have no interest in putting a fellow official, willing to do a volunteer position, and do it well, out of the job.  Therefore, I am only interested in the available position held currently by Jim Gleich.  I know Jim well and if I get the position would use him as a resource to continue what I feel he did very well.  My real job as a sales manager for a Biotech company permits me to dedicate the time and energy needed to do the job well.  I have good computer skills and have been involved with lacrosse official training in other states.
 
Sincerely,
Rick Bedford

Keith Glock 

In my first year on the NJILOA Executive Board, I chaired a committee that made very positive strides forward in how we observe and evaluate up-and-coming officials. The results have been overwhelmingly positive, and we have succeeded in identifying many individuals within our organization who are doing very good work. But, with the many great officials in this state, I know that we are far from done. In my next term on the board, I will continue to develop our Observation program, focusing on identifying excellent officials so that they can progress into the state playoffs, as well as facilitate improvement for those officials who have demonstrated that desire to learn.

I have a passion for helping others improve. I feel like our organization is of one of the most positive aspects of my life because there is a camaraderie that exists unlike any fraternity I have been a part of. As a member of the Board, I have enjoyed facilitating those lacrosse conversations between people who want to get better as officials or just love talking lax. It is something that I hope I can continue well into the future and am honored by your consideration of my candidacy.

Dave Brody

I, Dave Brody, have been involved in the game of lacrosse as a 4-year player at Rutgers, a college official for over 40 years, and a high school official for 49 years. I am retired after having taught health and physical education for 37 years. I was also the athletic director at East Paterson Memorial High School. I started the lacrosse official’s school in New Jersey and taught the class for over 30 years. I was inducted into the NJ lacrosse hall of fame in November 2000. I have also been helping to evaluate our officials for the past few seasons. I am a member of Tom Carr’s rules committee and a member of Dave Field’s fees committee. I believe that I can help our association become stronger by improving the quality of our officials throughout the state. Not too many people know this game as well I do. I love lacrosse and I want to stay involved as member of our executive committee.

P.S. As PJ suggested, I would like everyone to know, I used spell-check to proofread this letter.

Dave Frick

High School lacrosse officiating is a wonderful avocation, and I have seen our group improve immeasurably in the years I have been involved.  I believe that if you are not learning, you are not working; I know that I could contribute a great deal to the NJILOA by helping people learn. I think I could add to the discussions on a number of issues including training, ethics, and the overall run of the group.  I bring different ways of looking at things, and quite a bit of philosophy garnered from veteran lacrosse officials as well as my own experience officiating lacrosse and college football.  I think we took some major steps forward this year, and I believe that I could aid in continuing that progress.  I have volunteered at the clinic for many years, served on the ethics panel, and volunteered time wherever I could.  This year I was involved in the organization and running of the clinic for 1st and 2nd year officials, contributed to the Resolutions committee, and also worked as an observer. For a group that has given me so much, I want to be able to give back.

Mark Bitar

My name is Mark Bitar and I am running for the NJILOA executive board. I played lacrosse in high school as a goalie and have been officiating the sport ever since. Throughout college, I officiated while studying to become a chemistry teacher which I currently am now. Over the past 5 years, I have worked and volunteered my time for NJILOA events such as the annual breakfast, clinic and the banquet, just to name a few. I feel that I can be helpful to the organization in the recruitment of young officials.  As a young official, I feel I would be able to relate to the issues of other young officials and help to keep this organization strong. I am asking for your support and your vote to become a member of the Executive Board.
Thank you in advance.

Mark Bitar

Michael Zeldman,

Fellow NJILOA Officials,

As a current member of the NJILOA Executive Board, I have had the privilege of serving this outstanding Association for the last five years - the first four as head of the Observation & Evaluation program and this last year as the Meetings & Attendance Chair.  I worked hard to develop our Observation program from its infancy stages into a useful and beneficial tool that has helped many of our members become better refereeswhile also identifying many up & coming newer officials.  I’ve tried to continue this tradition as Meetings Chair by putting together Regular Season Meeting agendas that were both useful and informative.  I would sincerely like to continue this important responsibility in addition to working with the Executive Board in its mission to recruit, train and maintain the highest quality interscholastic boy’s lacrosse officials.  

I’m very proud to be a member of the best officials’ organization in the state of New Jersey.  Please vote for me and I’ll work hard to keep it that way. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Zeldman

NJILOA Member since 1989

NJILOA Executive Board- Meetings & Attendance Chair

Level 2 Cadet Instructor 

Eric Suggs,

Fellow Officials,

It is no secret that the high standards and commitment of the NJILOA make us the most organized, efficient, and respected officials association in New Jersey.  Our dedication to fairness both on and off the lacrosse field sets us apart in a category of excellence unprecedented in high school athletics.  These exceptional standards have been instilled in our organization through the years of hard work and devotion by our previous executive board members.  As the recipient of the 2010 NJILOA Bob Piagentini Award, I will continue to pursue the profound game commitment and enthusiasm for which our association stands.  If elected, I will employ all of my best efforts to carry on our great tradition of unparalleled superiority and will continue to improve our association’s performance to remain the finest organization of officials in the state. 

Sincerely,

Eric Suggs

Dave Duban,

Lacrosse continues to be one of the fastest growing sports in our state. As the sport grows, so too does the need for qualified, enthusiastic officials. The work of our Executive Board is paramount in developing these kinds of officials. In an effort to play a greater role in the flourishing future of our sport, I am asking for your vote. 

My goal is simple: ensure that the product of officiating and sportsmanship both on and off the field is nothing but the best. I have taken the utmost pride in establishing this throughout my officiating career. On the field, I will continue to ensure that the players, coaches, and spectators are given the excellence they deserve from an officiating standpoint.

Off the field, I will work with the Board to identify unique opportunities to recognize and reward our officials for their dedicated efforts. Additionally, I will ensure that officials throughout the state are given the opportunity to advance to the next level of their officiating career.

It is my sincere hope that with your vote, together we can continue the path laid forward for continued prosperity, recognition, and accomplishment of lacrosse in the State of New Jersey.

John Laney

Rather than casting a vote based on name recognition or on a candidate’s vague paragraph, you should select a new Executive Board member with experience and specific ideas.

I am the candidate with both the relevant experience and the ideas to help move the organization forward.

 EXPERIENCE
· NJILOA referee for 10 years, college referee for 5 years
· NJILOA Observer
· NJILOA Ethics Committee member
· NJILOA Resolutions Committee member
· NJILOA Cadet Clinician 
· President-elect for high school soccer officials' association



(also served as that board’s Vice President and Ethics Chairman)
· Referee for college and high school soccer
· Master's degree in administration
PLATFORM
· FREEZE cadet classes for 2012  
· Use 3-man crews on all varsity games starting in 2015
· Weed out multi-year referees who have not improved
· Reduce more conflict-of-interest situations among the membership  

· Dissuade the same officials from working multiple games in late rounds of playoffs.

· Create awards for rank-and-file members.

· Encourage members who sell promotional materials with the NJILOA logo to donate some proceeds to NJILOA
· Reduce meeting requirements for members with 7 + years’ experience
· Accelerate the change to a new uniform  
